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Filed for intro on  05/03/2004

HOUSE RESOLUTION 384
By  Yokley

A RESOLUTION to recognize and commend Donna D. Blevins,
founder of the Be Smart Kids Learning System,
an early childhood development program.

WHEREAS, given the urgent necessity of providing an education for the children of our

state and nation that will enable them to compete for employment in a global marketplace and

permit each child to reach his or her full potential in all facets of life, the importance of early child

development cannot be overemphasized; and

WHEREAS, much attention has been given of late to early childhood development at the

national, state and local levels to address those issues; one such innovative approach is the Be

Smart Kids Learning System, a cutting-edge early childhood initiative founded by Ms. Donna D.

Blevins in the early 1990s, that is currently involved with Head Start programs across

Tennessee, as well as various other childcare programs and homes across Tennessee,

Georgia, North Carolina, Texas and New York; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Blevins earned degrees in business administration, history and political

science from Pikeville College in Pikeville, Kentucky and completed graduate work at the

University of Kentucky and East Tennessee State University; the mother of three, she has

taught at the elementary, secondary, and adult education levels; and

WHEREAS, active in her community, Donna Blevins has chaired the local library board

and the Christmas Seals campaign, co-chaired a YMCA building fund committee and has

spearheaded fundraising for a community theater; she served as a County Commissioner for

Greene County, Tennessee for six years, during which time she initiated innovative programs

such as a self-insurance program and a jail leasing program; and
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WHEREAS, Ms. Blevins' expertise in early childhood education and her wealth of

experience in government, community affairs and education at all levels inspired her to find new

solutions to resolve the problems that cripple children's ability to obtain a quality education; and

WHEREAS, Donna Blevins believed that "if America's children are going to compete in

the world market, we are going to have to do a better job with education," and began working on

her home computer in 1991 to create a unique educational program to combine proven teaching

methods and computer-aided technology to stimulate the human brain when learning

capabilities are optimal; and

WHEREAS, in the first year, a computerized curriculum was built and tested by twelve

families with young children; given confidence by the system's positive impact on the first users,

Ms. Blevins began offering private lessons in 1992 using her unique system; and

WHEREAS, through the 1990s, Donna Blevins and a growing team of experts honed the

process through practical use, additional research and development, and technical design

improvements; more than 1500 children were observed and their educational progress tracked

as they used the Be Smart Kids Learning System; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, Dr. Robert McElrath, who had served as Tennessee Commissioner

of Education during the administration of Governor Lamar Alexander, came on board to assess

and help build the process; after being introduced to Be Smart Kids in 1999, Ross Perot, owner

of Perot Systems, a world-renowned technology company, agreed to have his company design

and build a computerized model for delivering the process worldwide; and

WHEREAS, more than 50 of Mr. Perot's computer experts spent almost two years

working on the design and then building the system; a delighted Perot presented the final Be

Smart Kids Learning System product to the East Dallas Community Inner-City School, an

innovative school that he supports; and

WHEREAS, Be Smart Kids, Inc. began opening learning centers and offering private

lessons using its trademarked learning system after its 1998 incorporation; the company also

began licensing use of the system and training teachers for on-site learning centers at day care

facilities, preschools, Head Start programs and elementary schools; and
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WHEREAS, the home edition of the electronic learning system was introduced in 2001;

today, the Be Smart Kids Learning System is in use in homes worldwide, including in the home

of CNN host Larry King, enabling parents to harness the computer to develop their own child's

love for learning; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly pause in their

deliberations to specially recognize the far-reaching impact of this innovative system and to

honor its creator, Ms. Donna D. Blevins; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we commend Donna D.

Blevins for her commitment to enhancing educational opportunities for the children of our state,

nation and the world, thank her for her tireless efforts in developing and securing the

deployment of the Be Smart Kids Learning System, a landmark tool in early childhood

development, and offer her our best wishes for every success and satisfaction in all her future

endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


